. i” | Bs "a C 
= l = 
| A - 
, | | 
| | : 
U 


SERMON 


Preached before the 


i 


Deaft of S. Pauls, and Chaplain in Ordinary 
to his MA JESTY. 


Painted by his Gajelties Command. 
The Second Edition. 


LONDON, 


Printed by J. M. for Henry Mortlock, at the Phenix in 
St Pax[s Church-Yard, and at the White Hart 
| HER m Weſtminſter-Hall, 1684. | 


| 


When I confider, I am afraidof him. 


Heſe Words were ſpoken by Job; not 


in his flouriſhing and. proſperous 
ſtate, when chat extraordinary Cha- 
rafter was given of him, That there 


was none like him im the Earth, a perfeF and an upright Job 1. 8. 


man, one that feared God, and eſchewed evil; bur, at- 
ter the Devil was permitted to try that malici- 
ous Experiment upon him, viz, whether the 
changing his outward condition, would not al- 
ter the inward diſpoſition of his mind, as tro God 
and Religion. For he ſuggeſted, that nothing 
but Intereft made him o religious, thar all his 
Piety and Devotion was owing to the wonder- 


ful bleflings of God upon him; and if theſe 


were once removed; he would fly ont into fo 


much 'impatience as to curſe God to his face ; 4. e. 
A 3: - 
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to ſpeak evil of his Providence, and renounce 

his ſervice. And this temptation- prevailed ſo 

far on Job's Wife, that ſhe became anInſtrumenc 

| to carry on the Devil's deſign, when ſhe aid to 

Job 2. 9. him, Doſt thou flill retain thy integrity * Curſe God 

and die: © As though ſhe had faid', © You ſee, 

« what all your. Religion is now come to, and 

« what a condition the Providence of God, on 

« which you truſted ſo much, hath brought 

«youto; let them ſerve God, that have eaſe ! 

« and plenty, you have nothing left to do |} 

«© now, but in Lies of Providence, to put an | 

«end to ſuch a miſerable life. But as it was ' 

obſerved of the old Heathen Oracles, that they | 

had often a true meaning in them , but it was | 
commonly miſapplied (the Devils own know- 

ledge of future events being but: probable and | 

conjectural)ſo here,it was a ſhrewd guels that ſo | 

ſudden a change would have ſuch an effe& upon | 

ſome perſon concerned in it : But he was very 

much miſtaken as to Job; who behaved himſelf | 

with admirable patience and ſubmiſſion to the | 

Will of God, under all his ſevere afflitions; ins | 

ſomuch, that he did not ſuffer an indecent ex- | 

preſſion to come from him, with reſpe& ro God 

and his Providence : In. all this Job ſumed not, nor | 

ob 1. 22. Charged God fooli bly. - 5 9399 

I Which was no. doubt: a great diſappointment. 
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to! theDevil,who made account he ſhould byob's 


impatience have given a terrible blow to Religi- 


en,by making the World believe, that it was no- 


thing but a grave pretence of ſome mens ſeem- 
ing to be better than their Neighbours. For if 
2 man of ſo much Piery, as Job was eſteemed, 
ſhould no ſooner be pinched himſelf with affli- 
ion, but he would be quarrelling at Gods ma- 
nagement of things, the Devil would have in- 
ferred, that he did-plainly diſcover, how little 


influence, Religion had upon the minds of 


thoſe, who made the greateſt ſhew of it. 


This had been a very dangerous ſnare in that - 
Age, to the reſt of mankind, among whom the - 


example'of fo'great a Perſon, as Job was in the 
parts of Arabia where he lived (as appears by the 


Sabaans and Chaldeans his unkind Neighbours) did Job 1. 15, 


piye a mighty reputation to the practice of Re- 
igion, eſpecially among ſuch a wild and ungo- 
verned People as the Arabs were. And in 
truth, the World is never fo kind to Religion, 
to give a fair. interpretation of the failings of 
thoſe who pretend to it ; but how unreaſonable 


loever it be , they will make Religion bear the 


blame of all their miſcarriages who wear its li- 


very. And Job himſelf tells us, ' there were fuch 21. 14, 15. 


profane Perſons then in the World, ' who deſpi- 
led and contemned all Religion, as 2 vair-im- 


pertinent, 


17. 


pertinent, inſignificaot ching , Therefore they ſay 
wito God, Depart from us ; : for we deſare not the know- 
ledge of thy ways. What is the Almighny that we ſhould 
ſerve bim * And what profit ſhall we have if we pray 
unto bim? 1.e, they underſtood or valued nothing 
but what made for their preſent intereſt ; and 


they were content tolet God alone with the difſ- | 


 polal-of another World, ſo they might ſecure 
this to themſelves. Bur it was not only then a 


ſeaſonable-vindication of Religion, that Job be- * 
haved himſelf with fo much patience under his * 
great Calamities; . but ic continues ſo to be as | 
long as the memory of his ſufferings remains, |: 
which hath laſted for ſo. many Ages, that ſome | 
' "think the Book of Job the oldeſt Book in the ' 


World; (not in the ſuppoſed: tranſlation into 


Hebrew, 'bur in the Sons Arabic or Syriac) * 
ryed , as long as the | 
Chriſtian Church endures; againſt which the | 


and is. now like to be pre 


Getes of Hell will never be able to prevail. 


But notwithſtanding the general evennels of 7 


Job's temper, and his quiet ſubmiſſion to Divine 


Providence, there were two things which rouch- ! 
ed hin more ſenſibly than all the other circum- | 


Rances of his aflictions; and thoſe were, 

(1) That God ſhould ſeem fo much diſ- 
pleaſed-with him, asto fingle him out as a mark 
to ſhoot at, when he was not conſcious to him 


ſelf 
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elf of any ſuch EO ETD accord- 

ing. to the common method of his Provi- 

dence. 

(2.) That his Friends ſhould call in queſtion 
kis ſincerity in Religion, and ſuſpe& hin guilty 
{ of Hypocriſy and lecrer Impiety ; becauſe they 
h eoeicladed that ſuch fignal calamities could hard- 

I ly fall upon any man, thar was nor guilty of 

Eh great crime towards God. 

! - Theſe were atrial of Jobs patience mdeed;that 
thole from whom he expected the greateſt com- 

{ fort, ſhould prove his foreſt Enemies ; for if God 

] were angry, who could ftand before him? and 

if be were falſe in his Religion, bow could he 

expect he ſhould be his Friend 2 But in anſwer 
to both theſe, he owns his fear of Gods diſ- 
| pleaſure, and denies the charge as to his ſecrer - 

] Hypocrily, and both-in theſe few words of the 

{ Text, When I confader, 1 am afraid of him. 

| Theſe words may be nnderftood, 

5 Lk With reſpe& to his apprehenlion of Gods 
diſpleaſure inſt him, Therefore am I troubled as 
his preſence eh b he immediately before; not as - 

Ts oF were- like thoſe, Eiahaz ſpeaks of in 
the foregoing Chapter, which faid ——_ L__ t 22. 17. 

roy #5:,.: 08 that he endeavoured: 2s 

Perſons do, to keep God out of hig > ome 

mags 2s he could : jor. what could” Job have 


done - 
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done under all his Troubles bur for Gods pre- 
ſence to ſupport him ? And therefore he Pr anc 


his firm reſolution never to let go. his confidence 


Job 13. 15,.in God whatever became of him ;. Thou igh he, {7 
19. pe, yet Will 1 truſt m him. He alſo ſhall be my 


13. 25. 


vation ; for an: hypocrite ſhall aa come- before - bins 

Bu the Preſence which. troubled -him, - was - te 
great appearance of Gods diſpleaſure ;'of _ 
again he ſpeaks, v. 24. For God maketh my 


ſoft, and the Almighty troubleth me. As rt te 


had aid , 


make no 
<« deep impreſſion upon my mind ; but I am-no 


« All other conſiderations 


© more able to bear up under the ſenſe of Gods | 


« anger, than the Waxis to forbear melt 


be- }. 
« fore the Fire. .And from. this ſenſe of his own 94 


utter inability co ſtand before the Power of the 2. 
Almighty, he elſewhere argues thus with him ; ] 


Wilt thou break a. leaf. driven to and fro'? Aid wilt | 


thou purſue-the dry ſtubble ? Man being as\unable 


co reliſt the Divine Power, as a -leaf is ro ſtand 


before a tempeſtuous Wind, or the-dry Stubble # 


ro ſtop the rage of a conſuming Fire. 


But here are two things to be reſolved to 


make this matter. clear before I proceed ; | 
(1.) What it was made fob (o afraid of God 
when he conſidered, ſeeing he inſiſts ſo much opus 


his own Integrity ? 


(2.) What apprehenfiors chen ought we to: 
have 


- nay : h — _. x0 == 
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have of God in our minds, when ſuch a one as 
Job ſaid, When Þ conſider, 1 am-afraid of bim. 

(1.) Whar it: was made Job ſo apprehenſive 
| of Gods anger that be was afraid of bm, when 
| he pleads fo much for his own Integrity to- 
, |} wards God and Man ? Doth not this ſeem to- 
| leſſen the comfore and fatisfaftion of a good 
|} Conſcience, when ſuch a one as Job was afraid 
| of God? For, from whence comes all the' peace 
| ofa\good Conſcience, but from him ? and what 
) | content canthere be from him, the very thoughts: 
) | of whom make us afraid ? To that I anſwer, 

55 (1.) Mankind ought always to preſerve an 
- | humble and awtul apprehenſion of God in their 

mind. And that from theſenſe of the infinite di- 
! ſtance between God and us; as he is our Maker, 
2 and we are his Creatures ; as he is our Benefa- 

Ror , and we his Dependents; as he is our 

ſupreme Lord, and we his Subjects ;. as he in» 
| finitely exceeds us in all the PerfeQions of his 
{ Nature. For, what are our ſhallow and dark 
and confuled conceprions of things, to his Di- 
) | vine Wiſdom? by which he comprehends all 

7 the differences of times at one view ; and all 
] | the Reaſons and Connexions and Poffibilities of 
1 7 chings are open and naked him. What is all 
the power of Mankind, if ic were gatheredinto 
one,” in-compariſon with that Divine: Power, 
4>0 B which 
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which gave 2 Being-to the Workd, when it vas 
not ; and rules, and: governs, and. orders all 
| things inie, wich greater cale than we can move 
If Job 37. 18. a, Finger ?: It is by that, -God: bath fpread ont the 
& 26. 12, = Skits, and ballanced the Clouds, and garniſhed the Flea- 
vens;: and divided the Sea, ard banged the Earth wan 
nothing 3 av it is elegantly fer forch in this Book 

of Joh. And therefare as Job ſaith to his Friends, * 

13-11. Sbgllnot- bis excellency make you afraid? and his dread: | 

* 37-22. fall-iqpot yaw + For as Flibu (peaks, With God'is ter« | 

rible Majeſty : and therefore when we confider, we: 

have reaſon to be afraid of bin. +1 

- (2) The beſt of Mankind have guiltenough 

upon them to make them apprehend: Gods dif- * 

plealureunder great affliftions. Jobs Friends in- | 

{1 much upon this, that Gad may ſee juſt cauſe | 

tg lay. great punifhmenes upon Men, although | 

they may not ſeeie- in; themſelves. For, if be | 

4 18. chaxges his Angels with fally, as Elaphaz, ſpeaks, and | 

'5- '3- the: Heavens arenot clean ini bus faght'; Flow much more | | 

abjaminable and filthy is man, which drinketh iniquity 

like water ? i. e: whoſe natural-propenfity co evil, * 

is like that- of the thirfty Traveller to drink of | 

the Brook that be meets-im bis-way.. Buri ſups: | 

pole ſome to have: much greater care to reftram: | 

14 their deſires than others; yer ſank he; What is man, © 

that he ſbould becrightaass'* i.e. ro ſucradepreeas 


nor 
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nat to deſerve atfiiQions from God. And afer | 
all the proteſtations Job makes of his Integrity; 
he. confefles, that there is ſo much natural'and 
contracted impurity in Mankind, that God may 
. juſtly. caſt them into the Furnace to purge and 
refine them. - Who-can bring a clean thing ont of art Job 14. 4. 


il wiclean? not one. And, 1 have firmed, What ſhall 7 7- 20, 


do-unto\ thee, O.thow preſearven of men? For, thou wris 13-26, 
J neſt bitter thiws againſt ms, and makeſ} me poſſeſs the 
| niquities of my-youth. - He could not deny bar he 
Cc hebfimel eaough to-deſerve Gods diſpleaſure : 
? bur w___ che uſual mechodof Providence 
he could notburthink hisCaſe very hard,to (affer 


| fomucirifor ſwecommitted belorehe well knew 
| | the mature gr danger” of his fins; "for fins 16 
[rims mana and forfaken (whicht'ts 


ſacizfaRtory ſign of true-repentance) 2nd 


T irs ampericlicdaicn imthe heiphth ofrheir 


:; tapiecy, and contempt of God and Religion, go 


- | away here unpanilhed ; whereas he had made it 


| hisbuſine anddelighe toſerrehim, as he ſpeaks 

: in-this Chapter, - My-foot hath held-his fleps, his way 23. 11. 
; 1 have-bkept and not declined; neither have: I'gone back 

7 © from che commandant of his lips": T have efteemed the 12, 
- # words of bis mouth,mare thanmy neceſſary food. Bur af: 

; ® ter all this,to find Gods hand lo-heavy upor hit, 


'1 made hin ſometimes complain in'the anguiſh; and 7: "1+ 29. 


bitterneſs of his Soul ;- Why-baſt-thon ſet me as a mark- 
Fi B 2 ag ainſt 
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Job 16, 12. 


I9., 21. 


Prov. 18. 
14 


againſt thee,ſo that Iam a burden to my ſelf? And elſe- 
where,l was at eoſe,he bath broken me afunder; be hath 
alſo taken me by-my neck, and ſhaken me to pieces, and 


ſet me up for bis. mark. Nothing ſunk his ſpirit, till 


he thought God was diſplealed with: him ; and -| 


then his heart,and courage failed him; 'and he 


beg'd compaſſion from his' bard-hearted Friends, | 
Have pity upon me, have pity upon me, 0 ye-my friends : | 
for the hand of God hath touched me. Which makes | 
good the obſervationof the Wiſe Man, That the | 


ſpirit of a man will ſuſtain his infirmities ; ict. Mans 


A 
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natural courage will carry him through a great ' 
many troubles, but a wounded ſpirit who- can bear * 


i.e. when .a Mans heart-fails him, he becomes 
a burden to himſelf; every thing: adds to his 
trouble , and nothing can give - him-, eaſe but 


what can revive his Spirit. -Now, .no conſide- | 


ration .in.the World doth ſo break in-pieces.and: * 
confound: and ſhatter the Spirit of a Man, like | 
the apprehenſion of Gods wrath and diſpleaſure | 
againſt him for his ſins; which made Job cry out, * 
like one wounded in.the moſt tender and incu- * 
. rable parts, T he arrows of -the- Almighty are within © 
me,the poiſon whereof drinketh up my ſpirit ; the terrors | 


of God do ſet themſelves.in array againſt me. 
Bur after all chis,; '_ 


| (3-) God may not be ſo diſpleaſed with ſach , 


Perſons as lie under great afflictions, as thay er: 
pre 
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prehend him co be. And this was the truth of 
$s:Caſe ;. his ſufferings were” extraordinary, 
and ſuch an unuſal concarrence of ſo many fad 
accidents, made him think he had great cauſe to- 
# apprehend an immediate hand of God to be 
# ftrerchc out againſt him. But the main deſign 
of this Book, is to ſhew that all theſe aflitions 
! were intended only as trials of his Patience, and: 
? that God never loved him. better than at this 
} time, when he thought him ſo much diſpleaſed' 
2? with him; as he ſhewed in the Concluſion. Fhis 
! is a very hard thing for perſons under great af- 
2 flitions to believe, and it is not neceſſary they 
| ſhould; nay, ſometimes the apprehenſion of 
. | Godsdilpleaſure againſt them for their ſins, is 
- | ane of: the moſt uſeful parts of afliftions : for: 
. 7 without-this, they are apt either to inflame 
| 3 Mens minds with diſcontent and unruly paſſi- 
, 7 qns;.or toſtupefy them with the dull and hea- 
> 3 vy Opiates of Chance or Neceſſity : but when af- 
1 flictions-are looked on as coming from Gods 
! hand; this rouſes and awakens our minds, and 
| makes us think-it neceſſary to look about us, to 
| ſearch and examine our: ways, to find out the- 
{ particular fins we have given way to, which 
1 may have juſtly provoked God to ſhew his dif 
* pleaſure againſt us. As we have reaſon above 
all chings, .to be afraid of his anger ; fo it is our 
| Wiſdom 
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Vikdem-ro. apprehend the leaſt change of his 
- Countenance $owards us,and to make our-Peace 
with. higa, and then we bave no: cauſe to' fear. 


any thing. that may-bappen to us: For the Wits: 
God will then tura all ouc Croſles into: fuch Pro- 


per” Remedies for the. Diſeaſes of our Minds, 
that the ſharpeſt afflictions will tend more to 
the purging away our {ins, and thereby to'a' 
more {ſound and healthful fate of our Souks;than' 
all the {leeping Potions of the intoxicating plea-' 
ſures and vanities -of this Workd would ever have 
done. For, Luxury and Epicurilm, wich all the * 
arts of. heightning the Pleaſures of Life, are 
things not more delightful to ſenſe thanidange-- 
-rous to Meas Souls, They are like too frequent 
ule of Spirits in a time of health, which weaker | 
the. force of Nature by railing it. too- high. | 
So that were it in the choice of 2 wite:Man-to- | 
have and 'enjoy' as much of 'this/Workd as ke } 
Pleaſed, he would:ſce a necefiity to. reftrain- his 
appetite, and: to.deny himſelf. ſome of the law- 
ful. Pleaſures of Life ; were it only :to keep up 
the reliſh by variety; and by enjoying them leſs, | 
to. hope to; enjoy them longer. We have cer- | 
cainly-then. no reaſon to complain, 'if Ged' think 
fir 'to; debarx us: at all times, any uſe of unlgw- 
\Plealures , and an inordinate- ule of any ; 
ice he leaves ſcope enough for- the true con- 
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rencment of Liſe ; and if at ſome times he ju 
it neceſlary to give us Phylick as well as Food, 


ſhall -we not (ubmirt ro bus Will 2 For as Job ſaith, 


Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and ſhall we Job 2: 10. - 


wot receive evil? as if he had ſaid, © Shall we 
« chink much chat aur Father ſhould be our Phyſ#- 
© c;an ; that he who hath been hicherto ſo kind 


© to-us to pleaſe us, ſhould now be (o kind to-- 


©« undertake our Cure ?- Shall we complain that 
3 © our Phyfcian doth nor humour our Palates, 
3 < when he deſigns our bealth? God Tam. 
! © what is better for us,than we do for our ſelves 
3 © and that which ſeems moſt evil at preſent, 
| © may turn/to the greateſt good. I confels at- 
| & terwards , -7ob being either fowred by the ma» 
| lignizy of his Diſtemper, or heaced by the im- 
pertinency or. bitternels- of his Friends Diſcomr- 
1 ſes (for if they had no relation to his Caſe, they 
| were impertinent ; if they had, they were ſevere 


and uricharicable) doth break our fometimes into + 


ſome expreſſions of impatience; bur theſe aroſe 


1 from Gods wrath and indignation 
Jo thoughts. 


apain(t:hats$: 


| hid 5 hee buck inks, full come fd 
bs gold, 


from the Clouds upon his- mind, which tnade- 
1 him-chen apprehend all theſe afflidtions to: corte - 


of which be was notablero'bears 
bus therein he was: wholly oaſtakeay. andiciew | 
only hit upoa; the tris of his! Exſexphen, he. 


23. 10. - 
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gold, 5.e. more; pure and refined, more bright 
glorious: 

(4) In the hardeſt condition good: Men'can 
be caſt into, they have more comfortable hopes 
towards God than other Men can have. Job 
was extremely afflicted to think the .beft Friend 
he had in the World, and whom he:deſtred to 
pleaſe above all things , ſhould become his E- 
nemy, and ſer himſelf againſt him ; bur he did 
not always think ſo, although his Friends repre- 
ſented his condition to him in the blackeſt and 
moſt frightful manner, which ſtartled him and 
made him reſent his {uffevings with greac birter- 
nels, and expreſs it-with a kind of horror ; yet 
he ſoon recovered himſelf out of thoſe Ago» 
nies, and kept up his truſt and confidence in 
God. And there were two things which ſup- 
ported - him under all his diſmal apprehen- 
ſions. 

(i) The refleftions of a good Conſcience 
in the diſcharge of his duty to God and Man ; 
and therefore he tells his Friends, after all their 
ſharp refle&ions upon him, Till 1 dye,T will not res 
mave my mtegrity from me; my righteouſneſs Thold faſt, 
and will not let it go ; my heart ſhall not reproach me ſo 
long as I live. It was this which raiſed his Spi- 
rits, and made him ſtand his ground againſt the 
oppoſition of his Friends, and the ſcorn of his 


Enemies : 


hefirg. 468 KIN EG; 5 | 
Enemies: It was this, which made-him deſpiſe 
the.maeaonehs of thaſe who:courted;admired,and 
flacedd; him-in-þis foriner Grearne(s; but-now 
deſpiſed and derified him, making him the ſub- 
> of .their\ raillery and entertainments : 4nd Job 30. 9. 
wi Lamtheir \ſong\: ga 1 am: their by-word ; even 
cheirs who but a lecle before; as he ar large de- 
{cribes it, kept-cheir diſtance from him, made 
way for him as he paſſed the fireets, admired all 2g. -, G, 2 
he ſpoke as,Oracles,. and all he dig as the perſe- 
Rion.of Wikdom' and- Verttie: \-But ſo-wiſe a 
Man could not be ſurpriſed to-ſke flattery turned 
- into ſcorn and deriſion; (for no-Man thinks to 
gain by.his flattery; who hath not a ſecret con- 
46mpt of-the' perſon -he flatters} and ſo good a 
'Man could not but forgive the unjuſt reproaches 
that were caſt upon him, as long as he had 
the inward fatifation. of his own: Integrity. 
And therefore he gives ſo ample an account of 
Fhis whole Life and Actions, both in his publick Ch. 30. and 
| and private capacities ; not to boaſt of his Ver- 3: 
* | -rues, but to be a juſt vindication. of his Inno- 
| -cence under all their aſperfions ; ahd to ler them 
| | ſee, that the comfort of a good Conlcience doch 
| not fail, when Friends do; and as the: Wiſe 
Man ſpeaks : When the backſliders in heart Yr be Prov.14.14+ 
filled with their own ways ; a good man ſhall be ſatiſ- 


fied from bimſel|. 


BY 


(2.) The 
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© andſo 


jon *of @ future ecom- 
pence; !cither-anithis) World: us heſecrned to 
hope, or arieaſtavanorher. 'Sotie think; that 
oastethis:Life;when head; FroNkwe 
Redermertiverh, -ind that he ſhall Rand at the 
r dayapinthe burth ; - And thongh after "my thin, 
deſtropthis'body, "yet in wy fleſh T ſpill ſet God: 
meaning of theſe Wotds 4s, — 
j# te om mms rem ik ad 
: dhe v through bis-5kimm ; yet he hat 
or der eter ey: Ire rr arhafſt (dcention 
tour of his rroubles;and:tharvery loarforae Car- 
tkaſs of 'hiswould hold:onr fo long as tofeethar 
Day. Bur the (Chtiſtian Charch' bach gene» 
TAty nndetftood them to refer:tothe Day 6f 
Furreftion, ' when he was certain that God 
'reward his nnocency-and' fincerity: 'And 6f a. |. 
.futureſtace, "ie is plam hehad'an undoybredex- | 
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that 
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27.8.:pettation, when he faith, What is the hope of ' the 


*01-YBood Mem" had , "that God wotld-reveatd 


Flypocrite , lt hongh be hath-gamed, when God taketh 
- away his Soul kink ſhews'rhe- grear folly of 
-Hypoctiſie , "which ' can 'never/tand/a'man in 
beyondthis World, where he miſt heave 
1ialÞ his Riches, / and Honours, :and- Hopes, aid 
-Happineſs behind: him ; -and"the-juſt expeRari- 
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-chenvaſer this life,? thoughrthey were" ſtiflerers 
in this. And therefore, alchough"vþ had futh 


v7 


Jt penn. 5. Ga, at-preſent,: yet 
he had very comfortable Hepceaachindunis 


C 


evencthe lame of: whom he here faith, When. Þ 
conſider, I am afraid of him. 
- (2c) Burifſogood,; fo vertyuous, ſo ſincere a 
Man«asi Job; had: fuch:terrible apprehenſions of: 
God, what can we wretched Sinners:chink of- 
him 2 if when : be conſidered, be.was afraid of him; 
haye-not we reaſon mben.we conſider, to {ink into: 
deipair 2! Can-we appeal tro God: as tothe fince- 
ricy of: aur- hearts-jn his fear and ſervice, as Job: 
dick Canwe ſay. with Job, that me have-not gone 
batk\; from the. commandment>of | bis lips , but have ex 
ſeemed: the: words: 'of bis month' mare: than- our ne» 
ceſſary. food *' -Have we not. rather caft his moſt 
juſb and: reaſonable commandments behind: our 
| backs; andrefteemed'our. yanities, our-fuperflu; 
ities, our debaucheries , our follies, above the 
words of ' his mouth ? But-if we have not defpiſed 
his-Laws, yet we-cannot ſay, as Job did; chat our 


feet have. his Steps, bis way have we kep: and not - 


detlowd; | for our Conſciences cannot: but con- 
denn us for the breach of his Laws; and our 
ſms, our great and manifold ſins bear wizneſs 
againſt us. Whar: apprehenfions of God then 
may. we entertain in our minds, when even. Job- 
afraid of bim ? I anſwer, - \ gina) 

| 1 Soi + (1.) None 
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m7 L. y None ought tolook + ſorevs 


; as to-makethern deſpair. > 115 

+:(2:) Men :oughr to-have: different c appretien- 
fions of God, according to che nature and conti- 
nuance of their frag, | 

(1.): None oughtto look upon God: a O2er- 
rible,: as to make them deſpair. ' :For when our 
apprehenſions of God are ſuch as.drive us from 
him, they overthrow the great.end of Religion, 
which 1s to gurs iy God:and Man nearer toge- 
ther, ' None ought/to exclude themſelves from 
mercy, whom God hath not excluded from it; 


and God excludes none whom he invites to res: 
pent, with. a promiſe.of forgiveneſs:ifthey do. 
it;:and the ma and long-ſuffering,andfor-\ 


bearance of Sinners,is on purpoſe deſign'dtolead 


them'to Repentance. So that after all this, to de- 
ſpair, is not only to reject the-mercy which God 


offers; but to queſtion his Truth and-fincericy, to 

flight his Patience, to diſparage his Goodneſs, 
and to look upon him as a molt revengeful and 
implacable Being; which is,to-entertain moſt dif- 


honourable and unworthy thoughts of the beſt, | 


the wiſeſt, the moſtmerciful and compaſſionate 
Being,in the World; ; who hath proclaimed him- 
ſelf to be a God merciful and graciows, long+fuffering, 
and abundant im goodneſs and truth, keeping mercy 
thouſands , forgiving miquity, tranſereſſion and =, 


i 
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; | 5.44.9 all that truly tepentiof them. ' So- that 
' | ben we confider,.: we have'no reaſon to be ſo afraid 
of bim as to deſpair.- 

| (2,) Men ought to have different apprehen- 


ſions of God, according tothe nature and conti- 


> AER I ; 


nuance of their-ins.: +For as on the one (ide, the Pal. 103. 


Scripture aſſures us, that God knoweth our frame, 
and remembreth that we are duſt ; and therefore will 
rake all juſt and reaſonable allowances for the 
unavoidable infirmities of Humane Nature, and 
all cifcumſtances'that abate the wilfulneſs of our 
evil actions : ſo on the other fide, ar the ſame 


time when he declared his infinite goodnets, / be 


adds,  ayd that will by no means clear; the guilty; not 
of any kind:of fin; for then none could eſcape, - 


ſince all have finned, and therefore are become - 
guilty before him :;. bus. the guiltyare ſuch, as add: 


impenitency:and obſtinacy to their.ſtns ; fuch as 


{ wilfully and preſlumptuouſly., not-only break; 


but.contemn his Laws ; not barely negle& their 


duty, bur deſpiſe ic; ſuch as are not meerly cold 


and indifferent. about Religion ,, bur are zea- 


louſly concerned againſt it-, and endeavour to 


expoſe it to ſcorn and contempt. For a very ju- 


I 4. - 


dicious Interpreter ſairh , This ſeverity of God: ©7** i* 


here ſpoken of,: in-viſiting the iniquity of the Fathers 
upon the Children, 8&c. is not to be underſtood of 
all crimes, - bur of ſuch as immediately concern 
el | the 
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_ Job 22. wy 


—che-honeur of the Divine-Majeſty-,- ſuch as A>- : 


. poſtalys, Idolatry., and: confequenaly. Atheiſm Þ| | 
and Irreligion ; + which is a-Ploc'againit- Heaven, || | 
anrattempe'ro.dethrone rhe «Divine Majeſty, or Þf - 
ro: make his' Government -infigmificant: in Uy 
World. :[t-fanks are juſtly aggravated among; 
Men; not: ſh\much: from: other circumſtances,- 
as from the digaicy of the Perſon againſt whom 
they:are:commitrced., and.from the tendency-of” 
them ; Will nor the patiry ofreaſon ſo far hold; 
as'to aggravate thoſe fins which are imtediare: 
offences againſtthe DivineMajefty,and which tend- 
tooverthrow his Government of the World ? -* / 
-1i. Ando I come'totheiſecond ſenſe of chele” 
Words, -as'they-may be taken for Jobs Vindicati-' 
on of himſelf from: the unjuſt charge of his 
Friends, .as though he were-a ſecret Hypoerite, -or 
a:contemner: of God)and'Religion; ' under a fair 
-outwardſhew of Piety and Devorion:For, Bliphaz 
in- plain terms, in the foregoing Chapter , tells 
him, he was one of thoſe who thooght God was 
atitoo'.great a diſtance to take notice-of things 
| Upon Earch. Aud thou ſayeſt, how doth God know ?' 
* can be judge through the dark Cloud ? Thick Clouds are 
covermg to him, that be ſeeth not, and be walketh in |} - 
rants rye Which is in ſhorr, to charge Þ} 
him with denying the Providence of God ; and' | 
reckons him thoſe that ſaid wnto God, De-- 


"-hefre theGT NG. 


rt fromas *andwhut canitbe-/ 
{4 e:tveith ſuch as would. have 


-leſs thing: : 


ſelf yerto God ; Adrquant-now-thy felf 
be at peace, thereby good ſhall come to thee. (Receive 
| I pray thee the law free bis mah, and-lay.up his words 


-m-thine beart : i.e. be-perſwaded to be:Religious 


in good earneſt, and to'let:the fear: of. God:make 

atcep impreſſion upon-your-Soul, and you will 
and great benefic-and advamage! by:ir. ng thou 
an to the Almighty, than [ſhalt be» bault up, 8c 


Job finding his Friends ſooken lertiag dal cxprel- 


ſions to this purpoſe, and knowing no imagina- 


-ble reaſon for it, bur:a groundle(s lulpiciorr. they 


had entertained, -becanſe-of his uautual fuffer- 
ings, makes keroim: this 
:teſtation/ of the mighty 


iadolemn pro-- 


value andefteem'; he had + 


&o for them 3 > Job 22. 17. 
Ing toido with 
[God ot Religron; looking.on:itas a doppiſhule- 
rbur»howwever, .he gives ihim::good 
-counſel-ro repentofhis folly, .and/to apply him- 
with bun, :and 


21s 
22, 


- | WY 


forthe Laws of God, ithatbe- conftantly-obferved +. : 1, 12... 


them, and eſteemed them more than his xeceſſary food. . 
:And co let themcknow:thar-this-was no/ſadden 
iheat,: he tells: Hliphaz,, thatthe-fearofi God:in 

him, came fromthe moſt -weighryand ſerious 
- cohfideration ; | When 7 
«as if: che had: ſaid, © Lhave'{pentmany:thouphes 

*abour: :God-and:Religion , whether there-be 
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conſider, Jawafrand of bim : 
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'- &ſtand: in awe of an infinite Being above them ; 
'4-and-[:do allure you., the more I have-fixed 
4: iy. rhoughts-upon- this:macrer; | and laid all 
«things: before me, the deeper impreſſion the 
<« fear ak God hath made upon me : or.as ſome 
< render i it, perpendo & paveo, 1 conſider , and. 1 
fear bi: 

«Wherein are two chings implied. 

: |. 'That Mens dileſteem-of Religion doth a- 
niakved want of Conſederation.. _ 

;1I. That the more men conſider, the more ſer- 
:led and: fixed-will their minds be in the eſteem 
and practice of Religion. 

. I. That Mens diſeſteem of Religion doth a- 
riſe from the want of Conſideration. 

Which will beſt appear, by examining the 
moſt common and prevailing reaſons of Mens 
diſeſteem of it ; which are chiefly theſe two; - 

(1.) Their looking on Religion as a matter 
of .meer *intereſt and deſign, without any other 
foundation. 

(2.) The unaccountable folly and ſuperſtiti- 
ous fears. of Mankind ; which makes them think 
more to bein it than really i IS. 

(1.) Looking onthe whole buſineſs of Reli- 
gion as « matter of intereſt and deſign; firlt ſtarted by 
ſome-great Politicians to tame and govern Man- 
kind, and ever {ince kept up by a Company 


Prieſts 
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Prieſts who lived upon the Cheat, -and thete- : 


fore were bound to- maintain, and to \ keep i up; 
which otherwile would fink' to nothing. 

' Thisis the worſt can be faid againft Religion; 
and it is bad enough of all reaſon,if it weretrue : 
and-we-ſhoukd deſerve all-the ſcorn and: con» 
rempt, which ſuch Men treat us with, it we 
were but acceſlary to fo great a fraud and im- 
poſture. 

But is there ſuch a/ thing as Reaſo among 
Mankind ?- Can'we' judge of what-t true and 
falſe ; probable or improbable; certain or un- 
certain-? Or muſt ſome things-be run down, 
without examining: ? | and others taken up, 
without any other colour of reaſon, than 'be- 
cauſe they fetve to ſuch a/purpoſe'? © 

For Gods ſake, - and for 'our own ſake then, 
let us conſider thele things a lictle better, before we 
pronounce againſt them; of entertain any doubt 
ot ſuſpicion ofthemin our minds. And there is this 
great reaſon for it, that the wiſeſt, the beſt, the 
moſt conſidering , the 'moſt difintereſſed Men 
have taken the part of Religion, and been zea- 
tons Defenders of it ; Rrsy on the other ſide, 
the younger, the looſer , the more debauched 
part of Mankind; - have been. molt enclined to 
Atheiſm and Irreligion! > 

. "Ber if we have" not Rego of cl ſide, 'we 


arc 
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 _ axe content t9, give up. the. Cauſe, and to be 


thought Deceivers (which goes very hardly.down 
with an ingenuous mind) :, and ifon the. ocher 
lids; ,;ithere be nothing found. bur falle and 
groundleſs luppolitions, or unreaſonable ſuſpi- 
cions ; I hope, Religion may be fairly acquitted 
from being chought a meer contrivance of Poli- 
ticians, .and we from being the Silver-ſmiths to 
this Diana. 

(1) Thoſe who make Religion to be foch a 
contrivance , mult ſuppoſe that. all Mankind 
were once without any ſuch thing as Religion. 
For, if ſome crafty Politicians did firſt art the 
notion of.an Invi/tble Being: among the rude and 
unthinking Mulcitude,,che,better, ro awe them 
into Obedience to Government; then Mankind 
mult have lived before thoſe Politicians appear'd, 
with as little ſenſe of God and Religion, and 
with-as much ſecurity and eaſe,as tothe thoughts 
of another | World , as the. very Beaſts that pe- 
riſh. If this were true, thele Policicians were 
ſo far from conlulting che intereſt of Mankind, 
that chey were the greateſt Enemies.to it ; by 
filling. cheir | miods with ſuch unconquerable 
fears, as rob them of that undiſturbed Trangquil- 
licy which they, enjoyed before. Buc when and 
where did this race of, Mankind live , whom 
theſe deſigning Men firſt cheated into the belief 

of 
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ofa Deity, and che-practice of Religion ? The- 
eldeſt Writingsin the World, withoucall diſpute; - 
are thole of the Holy Scriptures; and among 
thele,the Book obJob hath been rhought the molt 
antient;for in.all this Book we have not one word 
of the Law of Moſes, or of Circumciſion ; which 
makes it very probable-ro have been written be- 
fore the Children of Tjraels coming out of Agypt ; 


(0 ſome Arabic Writers think that Job lived be- Greg- Abut- 


ore Abraham.; and others, at leaſt in the time of 
Jacob) however it be, this Book of Job gives an 13. 
account of the ſenſe of Mankind abour Religi- 


on very. carly ; and by ic we find that the great, Ger. 22. 


and wile, and underſtanding Men of the World, 
fuch as Fob and his three Friends were, (who as 
far as appears by the ſtory, were all of them in- 
dependent Princes ; ſuch as were common then, 
anda long time after, in thoſe parts about Arabia) 
had a mighty ſenſe of God and Providence, and 
the Duries of Religion upon their minds. And 
chey nor only give an ample. Teſtimony as to 
cheir own times, butthey appeal to all che Tra-- 


ditions of former times ; Enquire T pray thee, of the Job 8. 8. 


former Age, (aith one of Job's Friends, and prepare 
thy ſelf to the ſearch of their Fathers. For we are but of 
Jeſterday, and know nothing. But what is it he ap- 
peals ro Antiquity for, and the obſervations of all 
former Ages ? - It was for this, viz, the bad con- 

| D 2 dition 
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dition of all that were nor-{incere in Religion : 
Job 3. 13. So are the paths af- all that forget God;:: and the byp6- 
crites bope ſhall periſh. . And another of his Friends 
{peaking of the remarkable judgments of Gad 

22, 15, upon» the World, - faith ro- Job, Faſt thou; marked 
16. the old way which wicked men have trodden ; Which 
were cut down out of time, whoſe foundation was over- 

thrown with a flood? i. e. the Men of the old 
World. And what was their great and pro- 
voking ſin? A contempt of God and. Religion, 

17- Which ſaid unto God, Depart from 15 ;. and what car 

the Almighty do for them ? This is the:oldeſt, and 
trueſt, - and ſevereſt inſtance of ſncb a profane 

and irreligious temper, and the great, miſchief 

it brought upon the World ; which ſhews; that 

this is not the original diſpoſition of Mankind, 

but the monſtrous degeneracy of it. | But if they 

are unſatisfied with the Teſtimony of Job's 
Friends, let them praduce any to be mention- 

ed the ſame Day with ic, which can pretend to 

give a truer account of the Religion of the firſt 

Apes of the World: I do not mention Moſes 
(although his Authority be unqueſtionable) leſt 

he ſhould be thought one of theſe Politicians, who 
inſpired the People of 1/-ael with the Principles 

of Religion ; but I the rather chule this inſtance 

of the free Princes of thoſe parts of the Eaft, 

who were under {ubjetion to no common Au- * 
thority, 
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thority, yet were lo early poſlefſed themſelves 
with {ſuch firm Principles of Religion, and al- 
ſure us that all good Men had the ſame; and 
that they were llohred by none, but ſuch looſe 
and profane wretches, whom God ſet up for 
the Monuments of his Indignation. 
 . .( 2 ) Suppoſe we ſhould allow that ina parti- 
cular Nation, ſome great and wiſe Man ſhould 
think fit to reclaim a loole and barbarous Peo- 
ple by the Principles of Religion ; how doth this 
prove Religion to be falle, or what doth it hg- 
nifie to the univerſal conſent of Mankind ? Is it 
any Argument that there is no foundation in Na- 
ture for Juſtice, Charity, and common Huma- 
nity, becaule wile Men have been put to ule va- 
riety of methods to reduce Canibals to civili- 
ty? And it would be as good arguing againſt 
all Morality from thence, as againſt Religion, 
becauſe it was judged by wile Mea a necellary 
inſtrument .to civilize Mankind. And as far as 
[can obſerve, Religion and Civility have riſen 
and ſunk together. The Roman Orator made 
a bold Challenge, asto the then known World, 
to name any Nation jo barbarous, that they had no 
Religion among them. And although the Romans 
knew bur little of the habitable World in com- 
parifon of what is now known ; yet upon the 
whole matter , the new diſcoveries ſores 
an 
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and ſtrength to the Argument ; -onely with an- 
nexing this obſervation, That the more impro- 
ved and civilized any People have been, - the 
more regard they have had to Religion ; the 
more ignorant, fottiſh , and barbarous they 
were, although they were not wholly without 
Religion , yet it was in leſs eſteem and ho- 
nour among them : and this obſervation will 
hold, as to all the Nations ſince diſcovered 
both in the Eaſt and Weſt-Indies. Burt what 
a mighty number of Politicians muſt ſpring out 
of the Earth at once, to ſcatter the ſeeds of Reli- 
gion, in ſuch a manner, over all the face of the 
Earth ? It is impoſſible that a few Men, though 
never ſo ſubtle, never ſo experienced, ſhould 
be able to caprivate all Mankind in ſo great a 
variety of Language, and diſtance of Countries. 
And ſuch an univerſal effect muſt have ſome 
common and uniyerlal Cauſe ; which the in- 
- vention of a few crafty Men could never be. 
(3.) But ſuppoſe this ro have happened in 
ſome one unlucky Age, when the Earth brought 
forth ſuch a fruitful crop of Politicians ; yer how 
comesit to pals , fince theſe have ſo long been 
laid in their Graves, the effe& of this Policy 


ſhould till remain all the World over ? For, e- F 


very Age is apt: to condemn the _ of the 


foregoing; and whether the Men of the pre- 


ſent 
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ſent Age ſtand upon the ſhoulders of the prece- 
| dent or.not, they. are very apt to think they ſee 
farther than they ; how comes it then in ſo. ma- 
ny Ages, as have paſled lince thele deep Poli- 
ticians lived, that no other Perſons have been a- 
ble to lay open the artifice of Religion ſo, as to 
free Mankind from the pretended ſlavery of ic ? 
| © It cannot be laid , that there were none to attempt 
1} it ; for that were to own an abſolute coalenc of 
t 

t 


all Mankind as to Religion. And we know 
there were ſome once at Athens, who ſer up with | 
a deſign to overthrow Religion ; bur with ſo. 
very litcle ſuccels , whatever the Roman Poec 
boaſts, that chey were fain to be very private 
| | in their meetings : and the City was ſo little mo- 
ved with their Diſcourſes, that S. Paul ſaith, the Aft- 17. 22. - 
Men of Athens, were in all things too ſuperſtitious. It 
cannot be ſaid , that there were none ready to join 
mn ſuch a deſign ; for all bad Men had rather there 
were no Religion at all ; and their.number is 
never ſmall, and never unwilling to carry it on : 
How comes it then afrec all, that Religion ſtill 
prevailed, and the frars of a Deity could nor be 
ſhaken off, no not_ by the greateſt Politicians 
themſelves, who thought they underſtood all 
| the Arts of Government, as well as any that had. 
been before them? Would not ſome of the Ro- 
manEmperours, who had none to controul them, 
have 


| 


| | 
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- have been olad to have eaſed themſelves of the 


fears of an inviſible Power ? But they found; after” 
all theirſtrugglings,it was a thing not to be done; 
God and Conſcience were ſo much too hard for 
their looſe reaſonings (et up againſt them, chat 
where Men had halen off the love of Relipi-- 
on, they conld not ſhake off the fears that fol- 
low the contempt of ir. But where Mankind 
have been impoſed upon, when once the cheat 


is diſcovered, all its force is for ever loſt : for 


Men do not love to be deceived, eſpecially in 
matters that ſo very nearly concern them ; fo 
that if Religion had been a trick of ſo long 
ſtanding, afſuredly it would have been hooted' 
out of the World long ago; and nothing would 
have been ſo ridiculous as to pretend to it. But 
thanks be to God, the credit of Religion is not 
yet worn out of the World ; which can be ow- 
ing to nothing but to thoſe invincible Reaſons, 
on which it ſtands. For there hath wanted no- 
thing of wit or malice in profane Perſons, to 
undermine and blow up the reputation of it. 
But the foundations on which it is built, are fo 
firm and ſtable, and have endured the violent 
ſhocks,and fecrer attemprs of fo many Ages, that 
as long as reaſon and. aun hold up in the 
World, we.need not queſtion but Religion will. 
If once I begin to ſee Mankind caſt off all the 

reins 
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Teins of Civil Government, and run wild and 


ſavage, quitting all che-conveniences and pleas 
ſures of Houſes, and Lands, and Cloths, to live 
naked in-the Woods, and to- feed on Roots and 
Acouns, becauſe they ſuſpe@ that all Civil Go- 


- vernment, wasa crafty deſign of ſome cunning 


Men to-get above athers ; I may then begin to 
think that ſuch ſuſpicions about Religion, may 
prevail upon Mankind to caſt off the moſt rea- 
ſonable obligations to maintain the profeſſion 
and the practice of it. For although the Rea- 
ſons on which Religion is grounded, be inde- 
pendent on Civil Authority, ſuch as the train of 
Cautes, the Motion, Order, Beauty, uſefulneſs of 
all the parts of the Univerſe ; which remain the 
fame-in all Ages, and under all Revolutions : - 
yet the Principles of Religion do really give ſo 
much ſtrength and ſupport to Civil Government, 
that none who have a kindneſs tothe one, can 
be Enemies to-the other ; and they who ſuſpect 
Religion to-be an Impoſture, will be as ready 
to ſuſpect all Government to be no better: the 
conſequence whereof will be nothing but Bar- 
bariſna and Confuhon. 

(2.) But it may be ſaid, that although” the 
Principles of Religion in general, are reaſona- 
ble enough in themſelves ; and the things we 
obſerve in the World, do naturally lead Men to 
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own a Deity ; yet whea they reflect on the 

ſtrange folly and ſuperititious fear of Mankind, 
they are apt ſtill to ſulpe&t, chat Men being puz- 
led and confounded, have frighted themſelves 
into the belief of Inviſible Powers, and perform- 
ing Acts of Worſhip and Devotion to them, 
as appears by ſo many imaginary Deities among 
the Heathen ; and the ſuperſtitions which till 
prevail on ſo great a part of the World. But 
this way of reaſoning is juſt as if a Man ſhould 
argue that there is no ſuch thing as true Reaſon 
in Mankind, becauſe imagination isa wild, ex» 
travagant, . unreaſonable thing ; or that we ne- 
ver ſee any thing when we are awake, becaule 
in our Dreams we fanſie we lee things which we 


- do not: We cannot deny the follies of Man- 


kind about Religion, either Ancient or Mo- 
dern : but when was it given to all the World 
to be wiſe ? It were extremely to-be wiſhed, 
that nothing but pure and undefiled Religion 
ſhould obtain in the World ; or at leaſt, that 
the Chriſtian World were purged from the fol- 
lies of Enthuſiaſm and Superſtition. Bur alas ! 
the more we conſider all the wilful errors, and 
involuntary miſtakes, vicious Inclinations , vi- 
olent Paſſions, fooliſh Opinions, ſtrange Preju- 
dices, ſuperficial Reaſonings, and obſtinate 
Reſolitions which are incident to Mankind, we 


ſhall 
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{hall ſee greater-reaſon to wonder, that there is 
ſo much true Religion in the World, than that 
there is no more. Nothing but the ſtrong im- 
prefiioh God hath made of himlelf on the Souls 
of Men ; nothing bur a Divine Hand could have 
kept ſuch a flame alive, in the midſt of ſo many 
contrary Winds of Mens different Paſſions and 
Intereſts, and ſuch a rough and tempeſtuous Sea, 
as the ſtate of this World hath generally been 
with reſpect to true Religion. Bur if through the 
mercy of God it fares better among us, as to 
outward circumſtances (for which we ought to 
be very thankful) let not Religion bear the 
blame of all the follies and indiſcretions of thoſe 
who profels it. It is a hard Caſe, if the com- 
mon weakneſſes of Humane Nature, and thoſe 
faults which Men commit through the want of 
Religion, ſhall be laid co the charge of it. But 
nothing is more apt to incline Men of better 
underſtandings, to ill thoughts of Religion, than 
to ſee it made ule of, to ſerve bad purpoles andde- 
ſigns, tocover ambitious projects; and to draw 
in People the more eaſily into Faction and Re- - 
bellion ; and while they look on this ſide of the 
PiQure, and fee there nothing but the lamen- 
table ſpeacles of the miſchiefs which have been. 
done in the World under the pretence of Religi- 
on, they are far from thinking thoſe Politicians, 
E 2 that 
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that mvented at ; ic being ſo eafrly rumed upon 
the Government, and being then fo dangerous 
to it. (Which is a farther Argument ro me, that 
it could not be acontrivance of fuch Men : for 
then there would have been no-other Scheme of 
Religion owned in the World, but thar of the 
Leviathan, which being fo great a Novelty, it 
is a certain {ign, that Religion was not framed 
meerly to ſerve the ends of Government.) But 
however , that only true and holy Religion 
which we profels, is ſo far from giving any en- 
couragement to ſeditious PraQtices , that it is 
not poſſible to contrive a Religion, which we 
muſt adhere to whatever we fer for it, that 
ſhould more effeftually recommend the Duties 
of Quietneſs, Patience, and ſubmiſſion to Au- 
thority , than che genuine Religion *of our 
Saviour doth, As long therefore as the 
Rules of our Religion are ſo plain and eafie, fo 
reaſonable, ſo uſeful and beneficial to Mankind, 
we ought not to leflen our eſteem of it , for 
che lake of any weak, or ſuperſtitious , or by- 
pocricical pretenders to it. 

I. Having thus far ſhewed, that Mens diſ- 
eſteem of Religion comes from the want of 
(onſideration, I now come to the laſt thing I de- 
ligned , as the Application of the reſt, viz, Thac 
the more Men do conlider, the more they will 


eſteem 
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eſteem Religion, and apply themſelves to the 
praQice of ir. 

And now methinks, 1 may with greater affu- 
rance addrels my elf to all ſorts of Perſons, ſince 
all char I ſhall requeſt, will lie in two very rea- 
ſonable chings, 


1. To conſider impartially whartis fit for them | 


' to do in Religion. 

2. To practiſe ſo much of Religion, as 
upon ( onſideration will appear fitting to be 
done. | 

(1.) To conlider impartially what is fic for 


them ro do in Religion. I am not going about - 


to perſwade you ro leaye your Eſtates and Im- 


ployments, and to retire your ſelves: from the - 
World, and to give up your ſelyes wholly to 


Devotion. For I do not deny but that they 
who ſerve their Prince and cheir Country, and 
follow their lawful Imployments, with an ho- 


neſt and conſcientious diligence, and neglect no : 


neceſſary Duties of Religion, do carry on the 
great ends of Religion, as well as thoſe, whoſe 


time and occaſions will give them leave 'to . 


deyote themſelves more to Faſting and Pray» 


er. But let none think the matters of -Reli- 
gion to belong to others, and that they hwve - 
bulinels of another natine'to attend upont, as - 
though paying their daty 20/God,- were = 
y - 
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1y for thoſe who had nothing elſe ro do. While 
Job was in the height of his Proſperity, and was 
Job 1.3. the geatest of all the men of the Eaſt ; he tells his 
Friends how much he was' employed in doing 
all che good he could by works of Juſtice and 
29. 12, &c- Charity ; He was eyes to the blind, and feet to the lame, 
and a father to the poor : and the cauſe which he knew 
31. 13, &c. not, be ſearched out ; yet he eſteemed the. words of Gods 
-month, or-the means whereby. his Duty was 
23.12 made known to him, more than his neceſſary food; 
i. 5- he had his ſet times of offering ſacrifice and prayer 
16. 17..t0 God 3 and upon extraordinary occaſions, he 
required his Children to prepare themſelves for 
the ſolemn Sacrifice by Faſting; and Prayer; 
1. 5- Which-is meant by ſanfifying them.» So that not 
only conſtant Offices of Religion, but more o- 
lemn As of Devotion at certain ſeaſons, are 
not only agreeable to the antient practice of che 
. Chriſtian Church, but co the moſt antient Prin- 
ciples of natural Religion, as they were under- 
ſtood and practiſed in the time of Job ;, who 
was Jo great a Perſon in Gods eſteem, that him- 
ſelf, who knew him beft, -gave that Character 
of him, That there was none like him upon earth ; 
and therefore we: cannot follow a better Ex- 
ample. 
| (2+) Letus then fer our. ſelves to practiſe all 
the known Duties of our Religion , and the 
more 
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more we conſider theſe things, we ſhall be 
more reſolved to do it. 

(1.) That God-jnfinicely deſerves from us all 
the ſervice we can do him. 

; (2.) That we cannot ſerve our ſelves better, 
, (chan by faithfully ſerving him. 

» (-) That God infinitely deſerves from us all 
1A che ſervice we can do him. Can a man, ſaith Eli- Job 22. 2. . 
phaz, be profitable to God,'as be that is wiſe may be pro- 

fitable to himſelf ? i. e, he cannot : bur yer if God 

expects and requires ſuch ſervice from us, we 

have no reaſon to enquire farther ; for we are 

certain all we can do, falls infinitely ſhort of the 
obligations he hath laid upon us. For let us 

conſider, Was it not God who formed us in 'our- 
Mothers Womb, and ſo curiouſly framed and 
faſhioned all the parts of our Bodies ? Was ic 

not He, that breathed into us the breath of Life, 

that. firſt ſet the Wheel in motion by the courſe: 

of the Blood,and ſetled:the Ci/tern in the Heart to-Eccl. 12. 6. 
receive and diſperſe it, and the Pitcher at the foun- 

tain, to take it at its return from the Veins ? 

Was it not He, ' that fixed the golden Bow! in the 

Head that covers the Brain , and ſtretched out 

the ſilver Cord of the Nerves over the whole Bo- 

dy, for the admirable uſe and ſervice of all the 

1 Parts ? Was it not He, that endued us with'thoſe 

_ {} noble Faculties of Underſtanding , Reaſoning, 
Reflecting, 


OY Reflecti ting, Remembring, Diſcourſing with os 


thers, and Governing our ſelves ? Was ic not 
He, that made all. the Parts of the World about 
us ſo ſerviceable and' beneficial to us > Was it 
not He, that preſerved -us from ſomany and great 
Dangers which we have been-expoled to by open 
Violence, and.ſecret Conlpiracies ; by Fire; and 
*Sword, and Plague ; by ſtorms at Sea, and upon 
Land too? Was it not He, that hath ſo often 
ſcatter'd the Clouds, that threatned us, when the 
face of the Heavens gathered blackneſs, and all 
things ſeemed to tend to confuſion ? Is it nor 
He, who ſtill wonderfully continues our Peace 
and:Plenty, amidft all the ſad complaints, and 
miſerable condition of our Neighbours ? yea, 
who continues our Laws, our Government, our 
Religion amidſt all the Fears and Conſpiracies 
which have been among us ? And(hall we think 
much to ſerve ſo Wiſe, ſo Merciful, ſo Gracious a 
God? Is it not He, that hath exerciſed ſo much 
patience, and long-ſufftering, and goodneſs to- 
wards us in order to our Repentance ? That 
Rill offers-to us the moſt unvaluable Bleſſings of 
the pardon of our Sins, and everlaſting Happi- 
neſs upon our fincere Repentance ? Yea, is it 
not He, that hath given his own Son to dye for 
our Sins, and expoſed him to the Reproach and 
Pain of an accurled Death upon the Croſs, 
that 


It 
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that; be might be a Sacrifice-of Aronemetit for 
us ? And: will notall theſe Motives prevail wh 
ns to fear and ferye him , who hath deſerved 
fo much more from us, than the fervice of 
our whole Lives, in the moſt perfe&t Obedis 
ence,” would make a requital for 2 Shall we 
then grudge him that proportion of ſincere 
Obedience, which he is not only willing to 
accept of, but hath promiſed to reward with 
a Crown of everlaſting Glory > Which is the 
laſt thing to be conſidered. 

"= (2.) That in ſerving God faithfully, we do 
moſt effe&tually ſerve our ſelves, and promote 


our own Intereſt. Men will praiſe thee, ſaith the pgy. 49.18. 


Palmiſt , when thou doſt well to thy ſelf. Not, 
when thou pampereſt thy Body, and thereby 
layeſt a foundation for Luſts .and Dilſcaſes ; 
not , when thou heapeſt up Riches , and knoweſt 
not who ſhall gather them ; not, when thou gi- 
veſt way to all the Vanities and Follies of a de- 


ceitful World : but when thou cakeſt a juſt care 


of thy true and laſting Intereſt. _For as Job 
faith, God looked on this as the proper Wiſ- 


dom of Mankind, Unto Man he ſaid, The fear of job 28. 28. 


the Lord is wiſdom, and to depart from evil is un- 
derſtandng. And that is certainly our true 
Wiſdom, whereby we ſecure our beſt Friend 
in all conditions, we diſappoint our greateſt 
F Enemies, 
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